


Second District
American Legion Department of Michigan
Minutes of March 10th 2024
Onstead Post 550

Call to Order: Commander Greene called the meeting to order at 2:02 pm 

Opening ceremonies conducted

Adjutants Roll Call:

Officers Present: District Commander Mike Greene, Alternate District Commander William McMurray, Adjutant Scott Nichols, Chaplain Norm Soli, Judge Advocate Beverly List, Finance Officer Angela Jaworski, Sergeant- At-Arms Ken Shreve, Historian Samuel Cummings, Service Officer Dave Mooberry, Jackson County Commander James Ducey, Lenawee County Commander Lynden Burkholder, Monroe County Commander Excused, Washtenaw Commander Gary Bourdeau. 

Post Present: 19 posts were present- 29, 34, 46, 97, 117, 155, 176, 180, 193, 246, 252, 268, 270, 282, 315, 322, 325, 514, 550, 

Post Absent: 12 posts were absent-. 31, 40, 66, 72, 81, 192, 275, 313, 324, 368, 392, 557

A quorum was established, and the meeting was convened.

Guest/s: 
Department 1st Vice Commander Dan Cooper, Department 2nd Vice Commander, Edward Jenkins, Gary Demars candidate for 1st Zone Commander, Alicia Burton Department Reconnect Chair, Janet Dillard.

Dan Cooper- Introduced himself to the meeting and told the membership he is running for Department Commander.  He also gave Department membership report. 

Motion- Wayne Blank- 2nd District to endorse Dan Cooper for Department Commander
Second- Gary Bourdeau
Discussion- None
Motion passed  

Gary DeMars- Introduced himself to the membership as candidate for 1st Zone Commander.

Motion-Wayne Blank- 2nd District to endorse Gary DeMars for 1st Zone Commander
Second- Jim Ducey
Discussion- None
Motion passed 

Alicia Burton- Introduced herself to the membership and her reconnect committee. 
Janet Dillard- Gave presentation on wounded military softball team which her veteran son participates and puts on youth camps.

	Motion to donate $500.00 to program- Dave Mooberry 
	Second- Joseph Long
	Discussion- None 
	Motion passed
	
Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the January meeting was presented
	Motion to accept- Bary Bourdeau
	Second- Larry Alaniz
	Discussion- none 
	Motion passed 

Officers Report:
· Finance-
· District 
· Previous balance 	$14,012.37
· Expenses 		 $1,990.00
· Balance 		$12,106.97
· District Chaplains Account	
· Previous balance	$308.22
· Deposits		$865.00
· Expenses		$690.42
· Balance 		$483.54

Motion to accept as given and subject to audit- Jim Ducey
Second- William McMurray
Discussion-question was asked if everything had been straightened out from last issue on scholarships
Motion passed

· District Alternate Commander-William McMurray 
·  Studying bylaws and constitution, has been meeting with posts in Lenawee County and will now move on to Monroe County. Assisting post with internal issues and attended meeting. Thank you for all your work on membership.  Received thank you note from 2nd Vice Commander Blank for donation. 

· Guest presentation
· Janet Dillard- Gave presentation on wounded military softball team which her veteran son participates and puts on youth camps.
		Motion to donate $500.00 to program- Dave Mooberry 
		Second- Joseph Long
		Discussion- None 
		Motion passed 



· Adjutant- Scott Nichols
· No correspondence, several posts are doing great with new members and transfers, introduce tech package for distance meetings. 

· Chaplain-Norm Soli
· 13 new veterans received service pins since last district meeting, 20 since first of the year, all have been in assisted living/hospice, 856 since program began, April 24th is Post Everlasting event at Rose City Post in Jackson.  Please be there by 3:30. Chaplain’s workshop in Lansing on April 27th. 
· Historian-Samuel Cummings
· Contacted post regarding history reports, 105th Anniversary of American Legion is coming up, Offered “This Day in the American Legion”. 
· Service Officer-David Mooberry
· VSO met today, 15 in attendance, Post VSO’s name will be changed Post Resource Officers.  All hazardous exposure during your time in your service should be reported. 
· Sergeant At Arms-Vacant
·  No report 
· Judge Advocate-Beverly List 
· No report 

County Commanders Reports:
· Jackson- Jim Ducey
· Attended winter conference, one post currently struggling with post leadership but there is a plan for restructuring, established trades school scholarships.  
· Lenawee-Lynden Burkholder
· Visting a lot of posts with McMurray, there are a couple posts struggling but all posts are giving back to their communities.  Many hosting reading, scouting and other programs. 
· Monroe-Tony Perales
· Excused- no report 
· Washtenaw- Gary Bourdeau
·  Out of 7 posts, 5 posts are present, will reach out to all posts for post everlasting, will make sure posts have information on insurance. 
 
Commanders Report-Mike Greene
· Along with 1st Vice Commander Cooper recognized 7 posts with certificates for achieving 100% membership. Please let commander know if you are a delegate to the convention. 

Committee Chair Appointments:
· Americanism- Wayne Blank
· Oratorical contest- 1st District was the winner, please attend national competition in Hillsdale, 2 Eagle Scout applications received, shooting sports are doing well and Michigan is well represented. Please get CPR reports submitted, Boys State, Teacher of the Year, Student Trooper deadlines all due soon. Jim Ducey requested to be delegate at state convention.
· Baseball-Angie Verner (absent)
· Constitution and bylaws-George Doutre 
· No report 
· Internal Affairs-Mike Greene
· Working on rules and procedures from Department 
· Oratorical-David Kennedy (absent)
· Public Relations-vacant
· Post Development
· Inkster post is closing and still a work in progress, will be at the Jackson Post to assist.  Larry Alaniz requested to be a delegate to state convention. 
· Student Trooper-Scott Nichols
· Steering and Zone- Vacant
· VA&R-VAVS- Gary Bourdeau
· Started on new Fisher House in Detroit, provided information on how to donate to Fisher House, VA hospitals and state homes. Requested to be delegate.  
· Legion Riders- Randy Mota
· Riders at Post 315 has donated more than $8k to area charities, Hell to Paradise run will be July 26-28, donated time at Camp Liberty, ALR anniversary party was in Livonia, Legacy Run June 13-15th, donated golf cart. 
· Auxiliary- Jerry Andrus (absent) 
· No report 
· Female Veterans Committee
· Organization is coming along and more information is forth coming, Alicia Burton let people know about the women’s veterans conference. 

Unfinished Business:
· Fundraising for county scholarship- still exploring options on how to raise money. 
· District website- Scott Ridder stated the website is almost done and there will be a presentation at the next meeting.  Currently it is not live. 
· Resolutions previously voted on but rejected by Department were resubmitted. 
· Resolution to require districts to offer remote meeting options.
· Removed “shall” and replaced to “encouraged” 
Motion-To accept resolution as amended from “shall” to “encourage”- Joseph Long	
Second- Larry Alaniz
Discussion- Please at the word “to” in third Resolved, second line between “commanders incorporate”.  
Motion passed 

· Resolution to establish annual Department award for Best Post Newsletter
· Motion- To accept resolution as read.- Jim Ducey 
· Second- Joseph Long
· Discussion- Cmdr. Asked those attending meeting how many had a published a post newsletter. 
· Motion passed 

· Resolution- To affix “988 shield” and information to every Michigan State Police marked vehicle.
· The resolution was read in its entirety. 
· Motion- Jim Ducey
· Second- Wayne Blank
· Discussion- Question asked why we are not starting with local agencies.  This is just first step and set an example. Has author already approached Dir. MSP.  
· Motion passed 

New Business:
·  Pinning 
· Two members from the district received their Vietnam pinning. 
· Bylaws Committee- anyone wishing to serve on committee please see commander. 

Motion- To suspend regular meeting to accept nominations for district officers- Larry Alaniz
Second- Joseph Long 
Discussion- None
Motion passed

Nominations
Alternate District Commander- William McMurray
Chaplain- Norm Solie  
Finance- Angela Jaworski 
Sergeant At Arms-Ken Shreve 
Historian- Sam Cummings 

Good of the Legion: 
District memorial event 
National Oratorical contest
3 year membership
Digital ID card coming 
Washington DC Lobby Day
Shoe analogy 

Next Meeting:
· May 19th a Jackson Post 324 at 2 pm.   

Closing Ceremony was conducted.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:42 pm 

Respectfully submitted by 

_______________________________________________

Scott Nichols, 2nd District Adjutant, American Legion Department of Michigan. 



