Second District
American Legion Department of Michigan
Minutes of 16 July 2023



Call to Order: Commander Greene called the meeting to order at 2:10 pm 

Opening ceremonies conducted

Adjutants Roll Call:

Officers Present: District Commander Mike Greene, Alternate District Commander William McMurray, Adjutant Scott Nichols, Chaplain Norm Soli, Jerry Andrus (acting Judge Advocate for the meeting), Phillip Kraus Finance Officer, Jessie Griffin Sergeant- At-Arms, Samuel Cummings Historian, Dave Mooberry Service Officer, James Ducey, Jackson Commander, Lyden Burkholder Lenawee Commander, Anthony Perales Monroe Commander, Gary Bordeau Washtenaw Commander

All officers were present. 

Post Present: 21 posts were present (29, 31, 34, 45, 66, 155, 176, 192, 193, 246, 252, 268, 270, 275, 282, 315, 322, 324, 325, 514 and 550). 

Post Absent: 9 posts were absent (40, 72, 81, 97,117,180, 313, 368 and 557). 

Post Excused: 1 post was excused because of a work conflict (392)

A quorum was established, and the meeting was convened.

Guest/s: 
· John Beeman, SAL Detachment Commander
· Jodi Lowenstein, 2nd District Auxiliary President
· Anita Greca, 2nd District Former Auxiliary President 
· Wayne Blank, Department 2nd Vice Commander 

Previous Meeting Minutes: No meeting minutes were presented. 

Officers Report:

· Finance- 
· $5,570.00 has been received since the last meeting. 
· Total account is $16,589.70.  
· All scholarships have been awarded.




Motion to accept finance report as given- Bordeau
2nd- Alaniz
Discussion- None
Motion carried.
· District Alternate Commander
· Has helped post with My Legion and help with filling out paperwork to get membership cards and is willing to talk to members on the phone or in person if they have any questions or need help. The most important thing is to ask for help if you need help.
· Adjutant
· No correspondence
· Discussed grant opportunity.
· Gave details on Vet Fest at Washtenaw Community College
· Chaplin
· Planning next year’s memorial. Jackson Post 324 volunteered to hold 2023 memorial. Date set for Saturday, April 20th at 4 pm.
· Posts were encouraged to attend.
· Thank Don Moody Post 29 for helping with last year memorial. 
· Please reach out to veterans in local nursing home 
· Wayne Blank announced Norm Soli was appointed as Department Chaplin
· Historian
· No report 
· Service Officer- arrived late and provided report. 
· Higgins Lake Service Officers School is August 16-19th.
· PACT Act cutoff date is August 9th for retro payments.  
· Milestone for the district.  All posts now have a service officer. 
· Sergeant At Arms
· No report 
· Judge Advocate
· An appointment will be made at the next meeting. 

County Commanders No Reports:
· Jackson
· Complied report from County.
· Glad to see Post 324 to get involved in yearly memorial. 
· Meetings are going well, there is a lot of stability financially with post.
· Lenawee
· Has made contacts with posts.
· Post 325 Blissfield is hosting American Legion baseball state final tournament.
· July 26-28 games will start at 9 am each day and there will be 4 games each day.
· Post will be hosting a spaghetti dinner starting at 5pm
· Lenawee county fair start August 23rd and there will be a veteran’s recognition on that day in the main grandstands.  Veterans are admitted free.
· SAL will be serving a meal at the fair.
· Monroe
· Making myself available to all posts.
· Putting together a list of activities from all posts to share 
· Washtenaw 
· 5 of 7 posts present
· 2 posts are proving difficult to contact. 
· Dexter would like to volunteer to host October district meeting. 
· Milan Post came in 2nd in the State for activities and won an award.

Committee Chair Appointments:
· Americanism- Wayne Blank
· Baseball-Angie Verner
· Constitution and bylaws- George Doutre
· Internal Affairs
· Oratorical-David Kennedy 
· Public Relations
· Post Development
· Student Trooper-Scott Nichols 
· Steering and Zone- Jerry Andrus
· VA&R-VAVs- Gary Bordeau
· Legion Riders- Randy Mota
· Auxiliary- Jerry Andrus 

Unfinished Business: None

New Business:
· William McMurray acknowledge the US Arizona memorial located in Jackson.

Commander announced a 15-minute break in the meeting.

Good of the Legion:
· Commander Greene restated the acronym A.C.T. meaning Accountability, Communication and Training.  Please put people in place the posts who can fulfill job descriptions.  Only 7 posts submitted a CPR last year.  The average post participation was 40-50%.  
· 2nd Vice Blank encouraged greater participation from posts in awards for firefighter, police and teacher awards as well as scholarships and other youth programs.  The best way to engage a school is through the schoolboard in his opinion.  There was a question about why members were asked to have a criminal background check.  Nichols clarified the Department was complying with federal law regarding adults who are interacting with youth.  There were 32 proposed amendments at the state convention.  There will be training at the Fall Conference. There were also several resolutions that were passed and some defeated. State Legion will no longer mail newspaper, but you can still receive one if you are willing to pay extra.
· Dave Kennedy stated it was important for posts to be represented at conferences and conventions.
· Commander selected the following locations for future District meetings and annual memorial.
· District Meetings
· October 8th 	Post 557 Dexter
· January 14th 	Post 514 Ida
· March 10th	Post 550 Onsted
· May 19th 	Post 324 Jackson 

· Annual Memorial
· April 20th	Post 324 Jackson (Saturday starting at 4:00pm)

· Commander discussed how SAL detachment elections are held.  Every post should have a 5-year plan.  Encouraged each post to work with their Legion Family (Riders, Auxiliary, SAL) to make the post better. 
· Commander Presented 100% membership award to the Saline Post. Springport Post also received an award but was not present to receive it.  
· Larry Alaniz reminded everyone of the Jackson and Lenawee Vet Fest help on Sept 23 from 9-4 pm at the MIS Raceway.  Free entry for veterans and their families 

Next Meeting:
· October 8th located at Post 557 in Dexter. 

Closing Ceremony was conducted.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:30 pm 

Respectfully submitted by Scott Nichols, 2nd District Adjutant, American Legion Department of Michigan. 






